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lo On 29 Novenber 1948, the aniversary of the Sovietization of Armenia, the 

customary celebration of which was banned by Lebanese authorities, sone 
trelve to fifteen Armenian Gommmists net at the apartment of 
Antranik Ardashesian in Beirut to celebrate the occasion. Although 
nore of a social gathering than a regular necting, Communist Party 
matters were discussed, It was Ardashesian who, with the aid of another 
militant. had torn down the flag of the German Consulate in Beirut 
Sone ten years ago when he was known to be a Communist, The tro 
nen were prosceuted for this act by the French arthorities, and two 
French Communist lawyers,’both deputies, came from France to defend 
the pair. Later, however, Ardashesian was expelled from the Party on 
the accusation of Trotskyist tendencies.’ The only other well-imow 

25X1A6a person at the moeting was Setrak Abajian, who was recently raleased 

‘i from the Batalbek concentration cam. 9 o Setrak Abajian 

works in the Propaganda Section of the Armenian Section of the Communist 
Party, This is his only cecupation. We receives a nonthly salary 
of approximately 600 Lebanese poundss B+2,) 


2.0 A munber of specches were made. In one of then, the speaker said 
that the Communists in Beirut should be ashamed of thenselves for 
their’ lack of activity. "We spend all our tine propagandizing each 
other, while our comrades in China and elsewhere are such 
nagnificent achicvemants,"he said. He urged that all those present 
attempt to extend their propaganda activities among non-Commmistso 


i mabey ag 6 
ument (Ss hersvy z < 
LL in acechas © 


CONFID a 
letter OF 18 ‘ 
Director ef Gents 


archivist of the : 
Next Review Date: 200 


Se a 
eer Oe ees ae eee Re 


coe 


SECRET 


Approved For Release 2000/05/16 : CIA-RDP82-00457R002300390010-7 


alla nari 
New tod NU 


